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VIDEO RESTORING APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREOF 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a video restoring apparatus and method 

, thereof enabling to improve a video quality, and more particularly, to a video 

I 

1 restoring apparatus and method thereof enabling to improve a video quality by 

| interpolating field data. 

ao 

2. Background of the Related Art 

I Generally a computer monitor plays a video by a progressive scan mode, 

I 

while a general television plays a video by an interlacing mode. In this case, the 
interlacing is a method that divides a frame (TV screen of National Television 
15 System Committee, NTSC, requires 30 frames per second) into two fields 
consisting of odd field and even field and then generates one frame by 
sequentially scanning the two fields. And, the progressive scanning is carried out 
by storing the two fields in a temporary buffer and then by generating one frame. 

The computer monitor displays a video using the progressive scan mode 
20 instead of the interlacing mode. Before displaying a stored video of which one 
frame is divided into two fields, the two fields are combined into one frame again 
by "de-interlacing". 

The "de-interlacing" is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 4,876,596, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,550,592, U.S. Patent No. 5,563,651, U.S. Patent No. 5,596,371, and U.S. 
25 Patent No. 5,689,301. 



U.S. Patent No. 4,876,596 relates to a method of interpolating a video using 
line information of the current field itself repeatedly. Yet, the interpolating method 
of U.S. Patent No. 4,876,596 is realized by a simple hardware but fails to provide a 
degraded quality of the video. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,550,592 relates to an interpolation method of inserting 
the previous field data in the current field line data directly without motion 
compensation. The interpolation method disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,550,592 is 
realized by a simple hardware as well, but the image quality is degraded after the 
interpolation. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,563,651 relates to an intra-field interpolation method 
using linear line interpolation of the current field itself. The interpolation method 
disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,563,651 is realized by a simple hardware as well, 
but the image quality is degraded after the interpolation. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,596,371 relates to a motion compensation interpolation 
method of carrying out interpolation by finding motion vectors. The interpolation 
method disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,596,371 enables to improve an image 
quality after interpolation, but should use a complicated hardware to realize. 

And, U.S. Patent No. 5,689,301 relates to an adaptive motion interpolation 
method of interpolating the current field in accordance with the estimated motion 
attained by estimating a degree of motion. Thus, U.S. Patent No. 5,689,301 is 
realized by a relatively simple hardware and enables to improve an image quality 
after interpolation. Yet, the interpolation method disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
5,689,301 fails to detect a motion of an object moving instantly or at a specific 
speed in a system detecting a motion between frames. Moreover, the interpolation 
method disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,689,301, in case of detecting a motion 



between simple frames, results in an excessive motion detection so as to reduce 
an image resolution after interpolation. Therefore, the entire image quality is 
degraded. A plurality of memory devices or complicated processing procedures 
are required for detecting the motion of the object precisely. Therefore, the entire 
structure of the hardware gets complicated as well as the manufacturing cost of 
the corresponding circuit is increased. 

Unfortunately, the interpolation methods according to the related arts 
realized by simple hardware degrade an image quality after interpolation. 

Moreover, the interpolation methods according to the related arts require 
complicated structure of hardware to improve an image quality after interpolation. 

Furthermore, the interpolation methods according to the related arts require 
a plurality of memory devices or complicated processing procedures for detecting 
the motion of the object precisely, whereby the entire structure of the hardware 
gets complicated as well as the manufacturing cost of the corresponding circuit is 
increased. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a video restoring apparatus 
and method thereof that substantially obviates one or more problems due to 
limitations and disadvantages of the related art. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a simple-structured video 
restoring apparatus and method thereof. 

Additional advantages, objects, and features of the invention will be set 
forth in part in the description which follows and in part will become apparent to 



those having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the following or may be 
learned from practice of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the 
invention may be realized and attained by the structure particularly pointed out in 
the written description and claims hereof as well as the appended drawings. 

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accordance with the 
purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly described herein, a method 
and an apparatus according to the present invention identifies an input image 
generated from a film sequence by estimating inter-field motion information from 
information on previous and future fields by taking a current field to be interpolated 
as a reference, and carries out a field interleaving or a de-interlacing on the 
current field to be interpolated based upon the result of identification. 

In one aspect of the present invention, a method of restoring a video 
according to the present invention includes the steps of: identifying whether a 
scene on an image sequence is changed; detecting whether a 3:2 pull-down mode 
exists in the image sequence; generating a first interpolated frame by interleaving 
a field to be interpolated and adjacent fields each other when there is the 3:2 pull- 
down mode; generating a second interpolated frame by de-interlacing the field to 
be interpolated and the adjacent fields each other when there is not the 3:2 pull- 
down mode; and selectively outputting one of the first and second interpolated 
frames. 

In another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for restoring a 
video includes a scene transition detecting unit for outputting a scene transition 
detecting signal by detecting a motion of image from field data, a 3:2 pull-down 
mode detecting unit for detecting whether a 3:2 pull-down mode exists in the field 
data and outputting a first control signal on the basis of a corresponding detection 



result and the scene transition detecting signal, a field interleaver for generating a 
first interpolated frame by interleaving the field data by receiving the first control 
signal when the 3:2 pull-down mode is detected, a de-interlacer for generating a 
second interpolated frame by de-interlacing the field data in accordance with the 
5 first control signal when the 3:2 pull-down mode is not detected, and a multiplexer 
for selecting to output the first or second interpolated frame in accordance with the 
first control signal. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the 
following detailed description of the present invention are exemplary and 
10 explanatory and are intended to provide further explanation of the invention as 
claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

15 The accompanying drawings, which are included to provide a further 

understanding of the invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this 
application, illustrate embodiment(s) of the invention and together with the 
description serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a video restoring apparatus according 
2 0 to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit in 

FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 illustrates a diagram for explaining three-consecutive field data used 
for scene transition and 3:2 pull-down mode detection; 



5 



FIG. 4A illustrates a timing chart of a vertical synchronizing signal and 
top/bottom fields; 

FIG. 4B illustrates a timing chart of an output sequence of a sequence 
identifying unit; 

5 FIG. 4C illustrates a timing chart of an interpolated frame; 

FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B illustrate algorithms for a scene transition detecting 
method according to the present invention; and 

FIG. 6 illustrates an algorithm for a 3:2 pull-down mode detecting method 
according to the present invention. 

10 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 
FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a video restoring apparatus according 
15 to the present invention. 

Referring to Fig. 1, a field data providing unit 11 provides data of previous 
fields n and n-1, a current field n+1, and a future field n+2 by constructing three 
field memories 11A to 11C. A scene transition detecting unit 12 detects a motion 
between the fields adjacent to the current field n+1 by receiving the field data from 
2 0 the field data providing unit 11. On the basis of the detected motion, the scene 
transition detecting unit 12 outputs a scene transition detecting signal by 
identifying whether a scene of an inputted image sequence is changed on the 
basis of the detected motion. A 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 detects 
whether a 3:2 pull-down mode exists in the inputted image sequence by receiving 
25 the field data from the field data providing unit 11. The 3:2 pull-down mode 



detecting unit 13 also outputs a corresponding first control signal CS by referring 
to a result of the detection and the scene transition detecting signal. A field 
interleaver 14 is driven when the first control signal CS is inputted from the 3:2 
pull-down mode detecting unit 13 and generate an interpolated frame by 
interleaving the field n+1 to be interpolated with the adjacent fields n-1, n, and n+2 
each other. A de-interlacer 15 detects a motion of the current field n+1 in 
accordance with the first control signal CS. Based on the detected motion, the de- 
interlacer 15 generates an interpolated frame by de-interlacing the field n+1 to be 
interpolated with the adjacent fields n-1, n, and n+2. A multiplexer 16 selectively 
outputs the frame generated from the field interleaver 14 in accordance with the 
first control signal CS or the frame generated from the de-interlacer 15. The 
construction of the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 is explained in detail as 
follows. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of a 3:2 pull-down mode 
detecting unit in FIG. 1. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a same field identifier 21 identifies whether the current 
field n+1 is the same as the previous field n by analyzing a video input signal Vin 
and outputs a corresponding logic signal. An AND gate 22 combines the logic 
signal and an output signal of the multiplexer 25. A first counter 23 outputs a 
second control signal so as to control a selective operation of the multiplexer 25 
and an operation of field flags 24A to 24E in accordance with a field of the video 
input signal Vin. Field flags 24A to 24E stores an output value of the AND gate 22 
in order by receiving the second control signal of the first counter 23. A multiplexer 
25 selects output signals of the field flags 24A to 24E in order by receiving the 
second control signal of the first counter 23. The multiplexer 25 also supplies the 



other input terminal of the AND gate 22 with the selected output signals of the field 
flags 24A to 24E. A sequence identifying unit 26 identifies whether a value 
recorded in the.field flags 24A to 24E is equal to a value recorded in the previous 
image sequence. Second counter 27 counts the number that the sequence 
identifying unit 26 identifies the same. A comparator 28 compares a count value of 
the second counter 27 to a predetermined threshold value Vth. A field interleaving 
controller 29 outputs the first control signal CS so as to properly compensate a 
video input by referring to a comparison result of the comparator 28 and the scene 
transition detecting signal SCD. 

Operation of the above-constructed video restoring apparatus according to 
the present invention in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 is explained in detail as follows. 

First of all, the field data providing unit 1 1 stores the video input signal Vin 
successively using the three field memories 11A to 11C connected in series, and 
detects whether the scene is changed or provides data so as to detect whether the 
3:2 pull-down mode exists. In this case, the field data mean video data of the 
previous fields n and n-1, current (reference) field n+1, and future field n+2. 

The scene transition detecting unit 12 receives the video data of the field 
n+1 to be interpolated currently, previous field n, and future field n+2 from the field 
data providing unit 11. When a scene on the inputted image sequence is changed, 
the scene transition detecting unit 12 outputs the corresponding scene transition 
detecting signal SCD to the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13. And, the scene 
transition detecting unit 12 is explained in detail as follows. 

In order to detect whether the scene is changed, the scene transition 
detecting unit 12 carries out "low pass filtering" on the video signal so as to 
remove noises included in pixels of the current (reference), previous, and future 



fields n+1, n, and n+2. And, the scene transition detecting unit 12 carries out 
"binary mapping" by detecting brightness differences between the previous and 
future fields n and n+2 located spatially over or below each pixel of the current 
field n+1, and then carries out "median filtering". 

Thereafter, the scene transition detecting unit 12 counts the part, where the 
motion between the current and previous fields n+1 and n is detected, over the 
entire image. Moreover, the scene transition detecting unit 12 counts the part, 
where the motion between the current and future fields n+1 and n+2 is detected, 
over the entire image. Namely, the scene transition detecting unit 12 identifies 
whether the scene is changed by comparing the motion count values between the 
respective fields each other. For instance, the scene transition detecting unit 12 
identifies whether the scene is changed on the basis of a comparison result 
between motion quantities of the previous and current fields n and n+1 and the 
current and future fields n+1 and n+2, a comparison result between motion 
quantities of the previous and current fields n and n+1 and the previously stored 
threshold value, or a comparison result between motion quantities of the current 
and future fields n+1 and n+2 and the threshold value. 

Thereafter, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 detects whether the 
3:2 pull-down mode exists in the image sequence (field data), and then outputs the 
corresponding first control signal CS to the field interleaver 14 and the de- 
interlacer 15 by referring to the detection result and the scene transition detection 
signal SCD outputted from the scene transition detecting unit 12. 

The field interleaver 14 and the de-interlacer 15 receives the first control 
signal CS to interleave or de-interlace the field data (previous fields n-1 and n, 



current field n+1, and future field n+2), thereby generates interpolated frames. The 
3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 is explained in detail as follows. 

In order to detect the 3:2 pull-down mode, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting 
unit 13 carries out "low pass filtering" on the video signal so as to remove noises 
included in pixels of the current (reference), previous, and future fields n+1, n/n-1, 
and n+2. And, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 carries out "binary 
mapping" by detecting brightness differences between the previous and future 
fields n and n+2 located spatially over or below each pixel of the current field n+1, 
and then carries out the "median filtering". 

Thereafter, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 1 3 counts the part, where 
the motion between the previous fields n and n-1 and the future field n is detected, 
over the entire image. Namely, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 detects 
whether the 3:2 pull-down mode exists on the basis of the comparison result by 
comparing the motion count value between the respective fields to the previously 
set-up threshold value. 

If a result attained by carrying out the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting 
procedures consecutively on the respective fields satisfies one of "10000", "01000", 
"00100", "00010", and "00001", it is detected that the output sequence is repeated 
every five fields. This is explained in detain as follows. 

First of all, the same field identifier 21 outputs a logic signal of "1" if it is 
determined that the current field n+1 is equal to the previous field n by analyzing 
the video input signal Vin using the counter (not shown in the drawing) and 
threshold value. Otherwise, the same field identifier 21 outputs a logic signal of "0". 

The logic signal outputted from the same field identifier 21 is ANDed 
successively with the values of the field flags 24A to 24E inputted through the 
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multiplexer 25, whereby the ANDed values are recorded in the field flags 24A to 
24E in order. 

The sequence identifying unit 26 identifies whether the values recorded in 
the field flags 24A to 24E are equal to the values recorded in the previous image 
sequence. In this case, the counter 27 counts the number identified as same by 
the sequence identifying unit 26 and the comparator 28 compares the count value 
of the counter 27 to the previously set-up threshold value Vth. 

Hereafter, the field interleaving controller 29 outputs the first control signal 
CD by referring to the comparison result of the comparator 28 and the scene 
transition detecting signal SCD outputted from the scene transition detecting unit 
12 so as to compensate the input video properly. Namely, if it is judged that the 
output sequence is repeated every five fields as many as the previously set-up 
count by referring to the comparison result from the comparator 28, the 
interleaving controller 29 identifies that the input image sequence (field data) 
consists of the 3:2 pull-down mode and outputs the corresponding first control 
signal CS. In this case, operation of the de-interlacer 15 becomes off and that of 
the field interleaver 14 becomes on so that the interpolated frame is generated by 
interleaving the current, previous, and future fields n+1, n, and n+2 in accordance 
with the output sequence. 

Thus, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 actuates the field interleaver 
14 in accordance with the output sequence and keeps observing the sequences 
detected every five fields. If the output sequence becomes "00000", the 3:2 pull- 
down mode detecting unit 13 turns off the field interleaver 14 and turns on the de- 
interlacer 15 with the first control signal CS. In this case, the de-interlacer 15 
receives the first control signal CS so as to generate the interpolated frame by de- 



interlacing the current field n+1 and the adjacent fields (previous fields n-1 and n 
and future field n+2). Thereafter, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 returns 
to its initial state so as to carry out the process of detecting the 3:2 pull-down 
mode. In this case, it is judged that the field to be currently interpolated is 
5 interleaved with a field having no relation reciprocally if the 3:2 pull-down mode 
exists in the input image sequence. Thus, it is highly possible that the image 
sequence is edited. Therefore, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 turns off 
the field interleaver 14 with the first control signal CS and turns on the de- 
interlacer 15. The 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 then returns to its initial 

10 state so as to carry out the process of detecting the 3:2 pull-down mode. 

Moreover, when none of the five kinds of the output sequences is detected, 
the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 keeps turning off the field interleaver 14 
and turning on the de-interlacer 15. Hence, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 
1 3 makes the current field to be interpolated stably. 

15 As mentioned in the above explanation, the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting 

unit 13 precisely and finely detects the 3:2 pull-down mode from the image 
sequence in connection with the scene transition detecting unit 12. The 3:2 pull- 
down mode detecting unit 13 drives the field interleaver 14 to carry out the field 
interleaving only if identifying that the 3:2 pull-down mode is detected. Otherwise, 

2 0 the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13 drives the de-interlacer 15 only so as to 
carry out the de-interlacing only. 

Namely, the field interleaver 14 generates the interpolated frame by 
interleaving the current, previous, and future fields n+1, n, and n+2 each other in 
accordance with the first control signal CS outputted from the 3:2 pull-down mode 

2 5 detecting unit 13. 



The de-interlacer 15, when the 3:2 pull-down mode is not detected, is 
driven in accordance with the first control signal CS outputted from the 3:2 pull- 
down mode detecting unit 13. In this case, the de-interlacer 15 generates the 
interpolated frame by interleaving the current field n+1, previous fields n and n-1, 
and future field n+2 each other. 

Subsequently, the multiplexer 16 selects to output the frame interpolated by 
the field interleaver 14 when the 3:2 pull-down mode is detected in accordance 
with the first control signal CS of the 3:2 pull-down mode detecting unit 13. If the 
3:2 pull-down mode is not detected, the multiplexer 16 selects to output the frame 
interpolated by the de-interlacer 15. 

Besides, as shown in FIG. 2, control signals CTL1 to CTL6 applied to the 
respective units are signals provided by a system controller(not shown in the 
drawing). 

FIG. 3 illustrates a diagram for explaining three-consecutive field data used 
for the scene transition and the 3:2 pull-down mode detection. For the "3:2 pull- 
down", a rate transformer(not shown in the drawing) is required when the image 
sequence consisting of twenty-four frames is transformed into sixty fields to 
transfer. Namely, the same frame is divided into two fields to transmit three times 
and then the following frame is divided into two fields to transmit twice. For 
instance, if a specific frame is transmitted in order of three consecutive fields, i.e. 
top, bottom, and top fields, the following frame is transmitted as two consecutive 
fields of bottom and top fields. By repeating such a process consecutively, it is 
able to rate-transform the original image of twenty-four frames into sixty fields to 
transmit. Such a transmission method is called the "3:2 pull-down". 
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FIG. 4A illustrates a timing graph of a vertical synchronizing signal and 
top/bottom fields, FIG. 4B illustrates a timing chart of an output sequence of the 
sequence identifying unit 26, and FIG. 4C illustrates a timing chart of the 
interpolated frame. 

FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B illustrate algorithms for a scene transition detecting 
method according to the present invention. 

Referring to FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B, shown is an algorithm for detecting 
whether the scene is changed when scene transition is detected by comparing 
motion count values of the respective fields are compared to each other. 

FIG. 6 illustrates an algorithm for a pull-down mode detecting method 
according to the present invention. 

Referring to Fig. 6, an algorithm for detecting the 3:2 pull-down mode is 
shown when the 3:2 pull-down mode is detected on the basis of the comparison 
result attained by comparing motion count values between the respective fields to 
the previously set-up threshold value. 

As mentioned in the above description, the scene transition occurrence and 
the 3:2 pull-down mode are detected from the current, previous, and future field 
data. In accordance with the detecting result, the field interleaving is carried out on 
the image sequence to which the 3:2 pull-down mode is applied. For the image 
sequence to which the 3:2 pull-down mode is not applied, the de-interlacing is 
carried out so as to generate and selectively output one of the interpolated frames. 

Accordingly, the video restoring apparatus and method thereof enables to 
provide a video of high quality. 

Moreover, the video restoring apparatus and method thereof realizes a 
simple structure of a circuit, thereby enabling to reduce its manufacturing cost. 

14 



The forgoing embodiments are merely exemplary and are not to be 
construed as limiting the present invention. The present teachings can be readily 
applied to other types of apparatuses. The description of the present invention is 
intended to be illustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims. Many 
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to those skilled in the 
art. 
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